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SUBJECT: ROC FISHING VESSEL WITH VN REFUGEES 

ROC FIRST SECRETARY CALLED EMBOFF LATE AFTERNOON MAY 7 TO INFORM 
HIM THAT HE HAD JUST RECEIVED CABLE FROM HIS MINISTRY STATING 
ROC FISHING VESSEL TA YANG 21 WAS ENROUTE SUBIC WITH 38 VN 
REFUGEES ABOARD. THEY HAD BEEN PICKED UP FROM SEA WITHIN VN 
TERRITORIAL WATERS OFF QUI NHON. ROC DIPLOMAT CLAIMED ARRANGMENT 
FOR TRANSFER OF REFUGEES TO US VESSEL FOR ONWARD TRAVEL MADE 
BY GRC WITH EMBASSY TAIPEI. EMBOFF STATED IT HIS UNDERSTANDING 
THAT VN REFUGEES ON FOREIGN FLAG SHIPS RESPONSIBILITY OF THAT NATION. 
HE AGREED, HOWEVER, TO QUERY TAIPEI RE POSSIBLE AGREEMENT. 

ROC EMBASSY HERE HAS NO IDEA OF TIMING OF PROPOSED 
TRANSFER, WHERE TA YANG 21 IS NOW OR WHEN IT WOULD REACH SUBIC. 

ACTION REQUESTED: CLARIFICATION OF WHAT IF ANYTHING GRC WAS 
TOLD ABOUT TA YANG 21 AND ITS REFUGEE PASSENGERS. 
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